Eastern Illinois University

The Keep
November

2021

11-3-2021

Daily Eastern News: November 03, 2021
Eastern Illinois University

Follow this and additional works at: https://thekeep.eiu.edu/den_2021_nov

Recommended Citation
Eastern Illinois University, "Daily Eastern News: November 03, 2021" (2021). November. 3.
https://thekeep.eiu.edu/den_2021_nov/3

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the 2021 at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in
November by an authorized administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.

DAV OF THE DEAD

BACK ON THE COURT

Eastern organizations observed Day of the Dead Tuesday night
with ofrendas honoring the deceased.

The Eastern women's basketball team will host Illinois
Wesleyan for an exhibition Wednesday evening in Lantz
Arena .
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Pi Kappa Alpha voluntarily disbands chapter
By Corryn Brock
Editor-in-Chief I@corryn_brock
Eastern's chapter of Pi Kappa Alpha has
surrendered its charter and is no longer an active fraternity at Eastern.
The Zeta Gamma chapter submitted its letter of intent to surrender its charter on Oct.
12, according to an email sent to alumni of
the chapter. The Supreme Council of Pi Kappa Alpha voted to accept the surrender of the
chapter.
The email states that part of the reason the
chapter surrendered its charter is because of
"the university's steadily declining enrollment
over the last ten years" and the contribution
that has had to the chapter's "increasing debt
to the International Fraternity." At its closing,
the Zeta Gamma chapter had six members
and an outstanding balance of $19,292.50 to
the Pi Kappa Alpha International Fraternity.
Eastern's Pi Kappa Alpha has seen a steady
decrease in the five years leading up to the
chapter's closure with 25 members in Fall
2016, 21 members in Fall 2017, 20 members
in Fall 2018, 17 members in Fall 2019 and 9

BY ASHANTI THOMAS
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The former Pi Kappa Alpha chapter house sits at 509 Lincoln Ave.

members in Fall 2020.
According to the email, Pi Kappa Alpha In-
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beneficial time for return."
If and until the charter is reinstated, members of the now-disbanded fraternity will not
be allowed to operate in the name of Pi Kappa Alpha or any of the nicknames commonly
used for the fraternity like PIKE or Pikes and
they will not be permitted to represent themselves as a chapter, recruit or educate new
members, reserve rooms, sponsor or co-sponsor activities or events, live in Greek Court or
participate in any other activity as an organized group.
Eastern is now down to eight Interfraternity Council fraternities. IFC was back at nine
fraternities in 2020 when Sigma Chi re-colonized in 2020 following a suspension in 2017
due to "alcohol-related accountability issues
with the chapter."
Eastern's Pi Kappa Alpha officially opened
in 1964 with a colony of the chapter being
founded on Dec. 14, 1961. Before becoming
a colony, the organization at Eastern was a local fraternity called "Chi Nu."

ternationalFraternity is-opert to Working-wttli • -Corryn8rock-canbereachedat581-2812orat
the university- in the future "for a mutually
deneic@gmail.com.

Police involved
in high-speed
chase will not
be charged
By Corryn Brock
Editor-in-Chief I@corryn_brock
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Jason Aguilar's ofrenda, inside the University Ballroom of Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.

Friends, teammates remember Aguilar
By Corryn Brock
Editor-in-Chief I@corryn_brock
Friends and teammates of Jason Aguilar, a
sophomore accounting major and track athlete
. who died Saturday, shared what kind of person
Aguilar was, saying he was a caring and fun person.

Aguilar ran competed in sprints and hurdles and was in his second year with the Eastern men's track and field team at the! time of his
death. Several of his teammates have shared on
Twitter what he was like on the team.
Former teammate Anthony Bello said he reminisced on his last year on the team, which was
Aguilar's first.

"Couldn't be more grateful to have the opportunity to be teammates with you my last year,"
Bello tweeted. ''I'll never forget our first training
together at the hill, knew your energy was different from the jump. You'll be missed dearly bro."
A former competitor, Will Horvath, shared
what he was like growing up.
_AGUILAR, page 2

Coroner shares preliminary findings in student death
By Corryn Brock
Editor-in-Chief I@corryn_brock
Editor's note: This article contains information
regarding details on a recent student death.
Coles County Coroner Ed Schniers said his
preliminary findings in Jason Aguilar's death
show,his death was caused by suicide.

Aguilar, a sophomore accounting major and
track athlete, died Saturday )light.
Police and first responders were dispatched to
Andrews Hall Saturday where they worked on
Aguilar before taking him to Sarah Bush Liiicoln
Health Center where he was pronounced dead at
8:14p.m.
A visitation is scheduled for ~ p.m. to 9 p.m.
I

i

on Sunday at 205 S. River Rd., Des Plaines, Illinois. '
The counseling clinic can be reached at 5813413 and a 24-hour crisis line can be reached at
(866) 567-2400.

Corryn Brock can be reached at 581-2812 or at
deneic@gmail.com.

State's Attorney Jesse Danley said the police
involved in a high-speed chase that resulted in a
wreck fatality and multiple injuries on Sept. 19 will
not be charged with anything involving the wreck.
Danley said after reviewing footage from dash
cameras, body cameras and local businesses security cameras, the statements of officers involved and
the remainder of the case, he felt the officers used
the appropriate amount of force.
"I think officers acted appropriately," Danley
said. "You know, it's just it's very, very, vety quick
response ... I think they were cognizant of pedestrian and traffic density at all time," Danley said. "I
watched the videos very closely, I didn't find that
they endangered anyone's lives by pursuing avehicle."
Danley said he looked at all of the officers involved and was not focused on any one officer
when reviewing the case.
"I looked to make sure everyone was appropriately doing their job and not risking the safety and
well-being of the community any more than they
had to," Danley said.
The lliinois State Police investigated the wreck
and the events leading up to it and Danley used
their investigation in his determinations of whether there was anything criminal or improper was
done by the officers involved.
David Catlin, Illinois State Police Freedom of
Wormation Act Officer, said the type of investigation performed by his agency was a "public integrity investigation." In public integrity investigations,
the Illinois State Police "do a police investigation
to determine if criminal charges are needed against
the police department," according to Catlin.
CHASE, page 2
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Local weather
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

Eastern observes Day of the Dead
\
- \

By Katja Benz
Campus Reporters I@katjabenzl

Partly Sunny
High: 48°
Low: 29·

Mostly Cloudy
High: so·
Low: 28°
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The final event of Latino Heritage
Month, an observance fur Day of the
Dead, took place Tuesday in the University Ballroom of the Manin Luther King
Jr. University Union from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
It was a well-attended event that included free hot chocolate and conchas for
attendees.
Latino Heritage month is every year
from Sept.15 to Oct. 15. While chis
event is not within the month, it is important in Latinx cultures.
Elizabeth Lemus, a Spanish professor, said that the event was a way to share
Mexican culture on campus.
"Dfa de los Muertos is an important
celebration to commemorate and remember those relatives and friends who
have departed," Lemus said. "It is an excellent way to learn about culture because
this is a great celebration in Mexico. And
here we start to share that piece of culture
with our students in this university campus."
One of the aspects of Dia de los Muertos is having ofrendas, or offerings, for
friends and funily that have passed.
There were ofrendas and signs detailing the culture of Dia de los Muertos as
pan ofTuesday's observance.
One of the ofrendas at the event was
sponsored by Eastern's chapter of Sigma
Ddta Pi, a Spanish honors fraternity.
Bri Bartosz, a senior communication
disorders and sci~:ic:es major, said it detailed missing indigenous women who
do not get much news coverage.
"We kind of got the idea from the
Gabby Petito case," Bartosz said. ''At least
that's what I was thinking about. One
person gets all this coverage, but what
about all the thousands and thousands
~~frortri!'rdtgcno~commttnities--
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"Grew up running against Jason, he always made an effort to catch up and chat
at meets," Horvath tweeted. "He spread
positivity to those around him and made
this world a better place."
Riley Baker, a junior kinesiology education major, said it was hard to verbm
how the track team is feeling.
"It's hard to put into words the emotions my teammates and I are feeling
right now. Jason was an exceptional person, ·teammate, and friend," Baker tweeted. 'Tue world lost a great person."
One friend, junior sport management
major and track athlete Jalen Echols, said
Aguilar was like funily to him.
"Jason was the most high-spirited person you would ever meet. I only knew
him for a year and he felt like my little
brother I've known all my life. He always
checked up on everybody and made sure
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wreck shed some light on it and what led
up to it.
Dispatchers with the Coles-Mo'ultrie
County Emergency Communications
first received a call reporting an erratic
driver, later identified as Cordell Carter,
on Sept. 19 at 4:47 p.m.
The caller said the driver of the vehicle was speeding and nearly .caused several wrecks.
·
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Friends gather around Jason Aguilar's ofrenda to honor his memory during the Dia de los Muertos ofrenda exhibit
inside the University Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.

relatives will always live as long as we
commemorate and celebrate their lives,"
Lemus said. "So it is important for everyone and especially our Latino culture. It
is very important to remember and keep
in our memories all of those who are de-

ing Sigma Ddta Pi's.

Others were from the Latin American
Student Org.umation, EIU Pride and the
Black Student Union.
There was also an ofrenda for Eastern
student Jason Aguilar, who died Saturparted."
day. There was a crowd around Aguilar's
University President Glassman was ofrenda.
also in attendance at the event.
•-' ' '
Eric Davidson, interim director of
"I came to the event because I always Health and Counseling Services, was also
like to come to the Dfa de los Muertos at the observance.
celebration that we have and see the variDavidson said that counseling services
ous tables," said Glassman.
have received many calls in relation to the
Dfa de los Muertos is also important recent death on campus, and that the orfor families and communities to be able ganization is looking into starting a group
to come together.
therapy session focused on handling grief
Davidson recommended that friends
e-cdebratepeople all year round,"
'ttl."lrr-lit)ni:gfft'im~rag~"- ~ -mcl-C1assman. "'I::atin American heri- of Aguilar focus on the positive aspects
Gabby Petito was a woman whose sto- rage, African American heritage, heritage of his life and who he was, journal about
ry received national attention after she of humanity does not end when a month what they are feeling and think about
went missing earlier this year. Her re- ends, and so we embrace it. We have our what makes them happy and grateful.
mains were found weeks later.
celebration on campus, but our support
"His legacy lives through us and our
Through these ofrendas, attendees of and our commitment to diversity and in- memories of him, so it's really important
to talk about the good times, the positive
clusion is in every day."
the event could reflect on Latino culture.
"I think that our beliefs are that our
There were nine tocal ofrendas, includ- memories, and the positive impact that

» AGUILAR
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they were good and just always had that
energy to turn your mood around. We
lived next door to each other last year, so
I took care of him when he needed my
help and I always tried to be there for
him," Echols said. "He was a dog on the
track and he just had that go get it attitude and it pushed a lot of people around
him. He was really the most kindhearted
person I ever met and was proud to call
funily."
Echols said he and the other older
members of the team felt and acted like
older brothers to Aguilar. One of the ways
they did that was by keeping him fed.
"He also loved hanging out with all of
us older guys, like we took care of him
and made him feel at home and made
sure he was fed cause Jason was the type
to eat. It was so funny how much food
he used have with him but that was just
him," Echols said. "We always had good
basketball games with all the guys where
it was competitive but at the end of the
day it was all love between us. He literally

where they discovered the vehicle and
began a pursuit. Less than a minute later,
MPD officers called off the pursuit because there was "too much traffic."
The driver then went in the direction of Charleston. Once in Charleston,
Charleston police began pursuing the vehicle as it made its way down Reynolds
Drive, past Carl Sandburg Elementary
School, southbound onto Lovers Lane,
then northbound onto Courtland Drive
and Seneca Drive, all residential areas, at
a high speed.
The driver then turned onto University Drive and drove north towards Lin-

-coin A~cwc..where'he dr~rppg.b ,i

cared about everybody."
Echols said he will remember "all the
laughs and smiles (they) shared no matter
where (they) were, (whether) it'd be practice, playing basketball or him just coming over to the house to chill."
"He was my brother and will always be
my brother."
Shandall Thomas, a graduate student
studying sports administration, spoke on
happy memories with Aguilar.
'We was all just watching college football this Saturday morning/afternoon
kicking it laughing, enjoying ourselves.
He even participated in the one chip hot
spicy challenge trend going around. We
was all just happy enjoying our Saturdaywith the bros .. . I just had a Snapchat
memory pop up on my app (from a year
ago); we were all at track practice and I
put the camera up and zoomed in behind
me, I never really noticed it until now but
he used to shadow me in practice. Like
I'm starting to think about it, he used to
tty and do everything I did because I was

red light, according to Danley. Immedi-

ately following, the wreck took place.
Following the wreck, dispatchers informed officers they received a call saying an individual who lived on Cortland
Drive had seen the driver throw a bottle
of alcohol out of his vehicle, which landed in their yard.
In a Freedom of Information Act request, The Daily Eastern News requested dash camera footage from the Mattoon Police Department and Charleston
Police Department from the vehicles involved in the chase on Sept. 19. Both requ~~ were denied.

• , ~ppe,als ,0£ •b~ ~ ~e.made.t:Q n

Jason had," Davidson said. "I would also
say it's important to interact with others.
Don't isolate oneself, don't be alone, don't
silo yourself from the world. Part of the
grieving process is best healed by sharing
with others what's happening."
Davidson said that if anyone is depressed or down and thinking about
hurting themselves or others, they should
reach out to any of the resources on campus to talk to someone.
"When it comes to grief, everyone experiences it differently. Some people are
grieving right now, and for others it may
take days, weeks or even months before
it hits them. We like to tell people that if
you're having an emotional response now,
that's ol<ay. If you're not having an emotional response, that's okay too. I think
talking to others is important and keyseeking support from others, seeking professional hdp if needed."
Katja Benz can be reached at 5812812 or kkbenz@eiu.edu.

a champion however he always put his
twist on it. We used to race and talk a lot
ofstuff because I used to say how I'm getting older and I don't have as much energy like him anymore."
Teammate Rylei Jackson, a junior biological sciences major, said Aguilar was
"just overall a guy that wanted the best for
everyone around him. He was eager to
get afi:er it at practice and at meets was excited for his teammate's performances as
well as his own.
Director of Track and Field Keith
Roberts said Aguilar was a good teammate.
"He was a hard worker, a good person,
a good teammate. Always worried about
putting other people (first), making them
happy, making them enjoy the sport so I
don't even know how to describe it (he
was) just a great, great teammate," Roberts said.
Corryn Brock can be reached at
581-2812 or at deneic@gmail.com.

the departmen~ on Oct. 4.
The News was informed that the IIlinois State Police were investigating the
matter and The News FOIA'd the agency on Oct. 4. The request was denied
Oct. 13 and an appeal was made with
the Public A=s Counsdor at the Office of the Attorney General.
On Tuesday, Catlin stated that the information requested will now be available for FOIA requests and that The
News will be receiving the requested information in the near future.
Corryn Brock can be reached at
v-•
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Recognize
Native
American
Heritage
November is recognized across America as
Native American Heritage Month, and we at
The Daily Eastern News think we at Eastern
need to do our part in recognizing it.
Native American Heritage Month was first
declared by President George H.W. Bush in
1990, and it becomes more important each year.
Many people across the nation have been doing
more (o acknowledge Native Americans and that
their land was stolen from them generations ago.
While a general acknowledgement of Native
Americans is important, it is also vital to understand the indigenous people that lived in the
area where we live and attend class.
The Eastern History Department released
a land acknowledgement statement in August
2020, a statement that simply states that the
land upon which Eastern was built is part of
the territory that traditionally belongs to different Native American tribes, including the Peoria, Kaskaskia, Potawatomi and Ojibwa peoples.
The statement also includes a passage that sums
up the importance of acknowledge indigenous
people.
"Telling the stories of first peoples is an obligation the present owes to both the past and the
future," the statement reads. "We further wish

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Nyjah Lane and Shariah Campbell, graduate students in the Office of Inclusion and Academic Engagement, hold up the Native American Heritage Month flag which now flies on the We Are EIU flagpole.
to acknowledge the land's sustained historical is still ongoing for indigenous people all across
stewardship by indigenous peoples across North the country and world. There is much that still
America and their ongoing struggles against in- ,.11,eeds ~o be done in this fi~t to attempt to undo
justice oppression."
'the h~rm that was don~ t~ indigenous people
The last sentence of this statement brings up throughout the history of this nation.
an important point. The fight against oppression
Taking time during Native American Heri-

tage Month to reflect on these things is the absolute least we can do, and we should certainly
try to do more.

e majority opinion o
he Daily Eastern News.

"The land is sacred. These words are at the core of your being. The land is our mother, the
rivers our blood. Take our land away and we die. That is, the Indian in us dies."

Quote of th e Day:

Mary Brave Bird

Why people actually
care about pronouns
As transgender people
have come into the forefront of political activism
and debate, much of the
narrative about who we
are and what we want has
been told by people with
little real knowledge on
the topic.
When trans people say
we're looking for rights
or progress, we're typically referring to rnacro-levd
changes in laws or society; these things take time, activism and legal pnx=es.
As a college student, there's little I can contribute
to that conversation, because anything I could say has
been said better by someone else. Instead, I'd like to
focus on something we talk about on the interpersonal levd: pronouns and misgendering.
Cisgender people - people who are not trans, who
identify with their birth sex - usually don't think
much about how they would fed if they were called
the wrong pronouns.
Some, who dress more androgynously or are gender nonconforming in appearance, have experienced
the strange feeling of being misidentified.
Most transgender people have experienced this
throughout their lives; often from people who simply
didn't know the correct pronouns to use.
As a trans person with many trans friends, I can
confidently say that those mistakes have never been
something were offended by or have a huge problem
with. What we get upset over is when people who do
know our gender identities and what pronouns to use
still use the wrong ones, intentionally and/or repeat-

corrected multiple times,
this shows a lack of effort and care. If you intentionally call someone
"she' when you know his
pronouns are "he/him,"
"he" or "she" when you
know their pronouns
are "they/them," or "he"
when you know she goes
by "she/her," that's called
transphobia.
We don't get upset by
this because we're snowflakes, crybabies, or drama
queens. We get upset because when we tell you our
identities and pronouns, we're telling you not only
who we really are, but about something that you can
guarantee has had a huge eflect on our lives due to the
a.urent societal view of transgender identities.
If you use the wrong pronouns for us, it tdls us
that you don't see us as our true sdves.
It's more than just being rude to us- and to be dear,
using words for someone when you know it upsets
them is pretty rude.
Beyond that, intentional misgendering is like looking at a trans person and saying, "I understand that
you've gone through a lot to learn this about yourself,
and you'll continue to go through a lot as you transition, but I disagree with who you are as a person and
I'm making my feelings your problem."
At this point, I don't care ifyou "agree" with transgender identities or not. You have Google as a free resource to educate yourself on the topic.
Regardless of your beliefs, if you're misgendering
people in your daily life, you're ruining rdationships
with your political beliefs.

edly.
Ifyou make a mistake, you typically try to fix that
mistake. If you keep making the mistake .after being

Luke Taylor is a juniorjournalism major. He can be
reached at 581-2812 or egtaylor@eiu.edu.
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Whether you stand for
the flag shouldn't matter
The Chicago Tribune
recently published an
article about an "Oak
Lawn high school teacher's sign on his classroom door saying students who don't stand
for the Pledge of Allegiance are not welcome." The high school
physics teacher was also
reported enforcing the
rule, telling a student to
either stand for the pledge or leave the room.
This is my high school. And I'm not surprised.
Unfortunately, this isn't uncommon. In two
cases I've had teachers deny my right to not participate in the pledge, and I once had a teacher take my school ID, which he never returned
and that I had to pay for, it being against school
rules.
These kinds of instances-instances of high
school teachers blatantly infringing upon the
rights of their students-shouldn't happen. The
teacher should stop enforcing his sign because he
is morally and legally obligated to.
Students may refuse to sit for the pledge of allegiance for many reasons. They might be protesting racial inequalities. They may be a Jehovah's Witness. They may be non-religious and reject the notion of "one nation, under God," or
they might just be too tired to publicly support
their undying patriotism to a flag every morning.
All of these reasons (or even none at all) are good
enough to not.stand for the pledge of allegiance.
So why might someone uphold the teacher's position? The strongest argument (as weak
as it is) claims that we should participate in the
pledge because we. owe it to those who have
risked their lives to _give us the freedom to sit

in the first place, that
it is disrespectful to sit
down given all of their
sacrifices. But whether or not
we should stand for the
pledge has no bearing
on whether we should
have the freedom to
stand.
What is more valuable-a person's free- ·
dom of choice at the
.c ost of someone'feeling disrespected oi: someoqe
feeling respected at the cost of someone's freedom of speech and religion? To offer an analogy, suppose you were to attend an anti-cop or
anti-military rally to protest racial inequalities,
but then you remember: people wili feel disrespected by me attending this rally. Would you
feel wronged if your freedom to attend that rally was restricted? It seems obvious that a person's
interest in freedom here outweighs the interests
of anyone else feeling disrespected, others things
being equal.
Furthermore, to force a student to participate
in the pledge is illegal: it has been since 1943.
This issue was contested in the supreme court
case West Virginia State Board of Education v.
Barnette. The court ruled 6-3 that an individual's right to freedom of expression made any rule
mandating a student's participation in the pledge
of allegiance illegitimate. Information on this
can be read at the Free Speech Center for Middle
Tennessee State University, a "nonpartisan, nonprofit public policy center."

Ian Palacios

Ian Palacios is a junior English and philosophy
major. He can be reached at 581-2812 orimpalacios.edu.

-Luke Taylor

Kyara Morales-Rodriguez

Adam Tumino

Ashanti Thomas

Sports Editor:
AdamTumino
217•581 •2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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Panthers to play exhibition Wednesday
By Adam Tumino

Sports Editor I@adam_tumino

)
FILE PHOTO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Eastern forward Abby Wahl pushes through a defender in a game against Eastern Kentucky on Jan. 16. Whal had
10 points and 9 rebounds in the game, which Eastern won 73-68.

The Eastern women's basketball team
will be back on the court Wednesday
evening.
The Panthers will be at home for an
exhibition against Illinois Wesleyan at 6
p.m. It will be the only exhibition of the
season for Eastern, and the regular season will begin on Nov. 9 against Lindenwood, also at home.
Wednesday's exhibition will provide
the first look at a Panther team that will
be looking to make the OVC Tournament for the third-straight season.
The Panthers were 11-15 overall last
season and 9-11 in conference play, finishing in eighth in the OVC and losing their first game of the OVC Tournament to top seed Tennessee-Martin.
This season, Eastern will have a pair
of preseason All-OVC selections on the
court in forward Abby Wahl and guard
Lariah Washington.
Wahl was named first team All-OVC
last season after leading the team with
14.5 points and 7.4 rebounds per game,
both of which ranked fifth in the conference.
Washington was named second team
All-OVC last season as a sophomore after being a first team selection her freshman season and also receiving OVC
Freshman of the Year honors.
She averaged 14 points per game to
rank second on the team and eighth in
theOVC.
There are other major contributors
that will be returning for the Panthers
as well.
Point guard Kira Arthofer will be
back after leading the OVC in assists
with 119. She averaged 4.6 assists, ranking second in the OVC, and 2 steals per
game.
Junior forward Morgan Litwiller will
also be back after producing last season,
despite missing some time due to injury.
Litwiller appeared in 21 games last
season and averaged 7.7 points and 3.3
rebounds per game. She was averaging double figures in scoring midway
through January, but saw that number

decrease over the last month and a half
of the season. After being injured on
Jan. 30, Litwiller returned on Feb. 20
and scored just 9 points in the final four
games of the season.
Having Litwiller back will give the
Panthers another offensive threat, as she
has shot 35 percent from three so far at
Eastern. She scored 17 points two times
last season, one short of her career high
in points set during her freshman season.
All four freshmen from last season
will be back for the 2021-22 season.
Forward Parker Stafford played the most
out oflast season's freshman class, averaging 7.8 minutes per game, often coming in to give Wahl a rest.
She had highs of 8 points and 6 rebounds on the season while appearing in
22games.
Four freshmen are on the roster for
this season, two frontcourt players and
two backcourt players.
Guard Miah Monahan comes to
Eastern after a stellar senior season at
Glencoe-Silver Lake High School in
Minnesota. She averaged 24.1 points,
9.2 rebounds and 6.3 assists per game,
being named All-State and a finalist for
Minnesota Miss Basketball.
The Panthers have another Minnesota recruit in guard Julia Bengston. As a
. senior at Becker High School, Bengston
averaged 15.4 points and 4.2 assists per
g.une. She was named Minnesota Class
3A Player of the Year and led Becker to
the Class 3A State Championship.
Also new to the Panthers are center
Ellie Colson and forward Taris Thornton.
Colson averaged 11.4 points per
game as a senior at Summit High School
in Tennessee. Thornton, a product of
Willowbrook High School in Lombard,
Illinois, averaged 10 points, 8 rebounds
and 4 blocks per game as a senior.
The exhibition Wednesday will be the
first matchup between Eastern and Illinois Wesleyan since Nov. 1, 2019. The
Panthers won that rnatchup 83-50.
Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu

Plant discusses next· steps for women's soccer team
By Nick Bays

Women's Soccer Reporter I@DEN_Sports
The Eastern women's soccer team's season came to an end last Friday when the
Panthers lost 1-0 against Tennessee Tech
in the opening match of the OVC Tournament. They now head into the offseason looking to continue growing and developing for next season.
With the end of every season comes
certain players graduate and creating roles
that need fllled by the rest of the team
next year. The downtime before next year
.giye;; ·coaches and players a chance to fig'out wh_o will be stepping into those
bigger roles, said head coach Jake Plant.
"We will miss our seniors, we always
do every year," Plant said. 'Tue challenge
every year is for someone· to step up and
fill that void, and the kids we have here
are more than ready for a big challenge."
While the team is required to wait until Monday to train again, Plant said the
.,. Panthers are excited to begin the off-season work.
"We will be back out there enjoying what we do on Monday," Plant said.
"Soccer is what we do, we love it."
Eastern fielded a host of young talent this season, with a roster that featured
eight first-year players and eight sopho, mores. That totals over half of the team's

ure

roster. With many players leaving, Plant
said the focus is on the younger players to
begin entering bigger roles and maximizing their potential.
"Development in general is a cultural identity of ours for all aspects on and
off the field" he said. "We will always be
pushing to improve our cultural and playing identities."
The juniors enter their final year next
season ready to take on the challenge
of leading the team forward while the
younger players continue building their

skillset.
The Panthers ended this season with a
4-11-2 record overall, 2-5-1 overall on the
conference. Eastern was able to play well
enough to ensure a spot in the OVC tournament before being eliminated in the
first round.
'"Three post season appearances out of
the last four season is a great accomplishment for this group," Plant said. "They
are up against a lot, and they show up every day ready to work. I'm really proud to

coach this team."
The off-season work begins soon. With
Eastern showing a lot of promise this year,
the Panthers be looking to use this off-.season to gear up for the 2022 season.
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Nick Bays can be reached at 5812812 or ntbays@eiu.edu

Eastern goalkeeper Faith Davies kicks the ball downfield in a match against Southern Illinois-Edwardsville on Oct.
19 at Lakeside Field. Davies had 4 saves in the match, which Eastern lost 2-0.
''

